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Motivation and Objectives

This template is aimed at supporting authors in writing their abstracts for NETTAB workshops. In the past, authors were provided with proper instructions, but this did not allow to achieve a set of uniform contributions anyway. By providing this template, we aim at simplifying the task of completing abstracts in the correct format and we also hope to gather uniform contributions. 

Abstracts should include the following sections: Motivation and Objectives, Methods, Results and Discussion, References.
In the “Motivation and Objectives“ section, authors should clearly define the motivation of their research, including limitations that are meant to be overcome, and related objectives. The state of the art should also be briefly defined.
Methods

In the Methods section, please clearly present the methods that you used for your research.

This section should include the description of both experimental and computational assets and tools. Please, also explain the reasons for your choices.

This template is provided in the MS Word 1997 – 2003 format, usually denoted by the “.doc” extension in the name of the file. This format has been chosen because it is quite common and it may be produced by other software, e.g. by Open Office.

The length of all abstracts, both for oral communications and for posters, should be between 2 and 3 pages, including NO MORE than one table OR figure. In case, include the figure (or the table) in this MS Word file. 
All references must be cited in the text by author(s) and date, and enclosed by round brackets. No more than two authors may be included in a citation; when there are more, use "et al." (e.g., Zappa et al., 2012; Larkin et al., 2007; Romano and Marra, 2008).

Bibliographic references should then be listed in the proper section in alphabetical order by first author name. References must include up to three authors (use “et al.” after the second name when more authors are present), year within round brackets, title, abbreviated journal name in italic (see the NLM Catalog for abbreviations), volume in bold, and initial page. The DOI identifier should be added, when available, at the end.

All tools should be cited by using either their reference publication, as in (Zappa et al., 2010), or their web site which must be provided in the text. When citing URLs, provide only links that you have tested, and specify in the citation when they were last accessed. Use the following style for citing URLs: “Site name: URL (Last accessed on date)”. E.g., NETTAB web site: http://www.nettab.org/ (Last accessed on May 29, 2012).

Acronyms and abbreviations should be defined when first used, and should adhere to the following format: “Extended definition (acronym)”. E.g., Gene Ontology (GO).

For tables, the same font style used for the text should be adopted. The font size, however, may be reduced. Avoid whenever possible that the table is divided in two pages. The legend should use a reduced font size.

You may include a figure instead of a table. In this case, please ensure that the text in the figure can be easily read and that all needed details can be depicted. The legend of the figure should also use a reduced font size.
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Table1: this is Table 1. This table includes six columns and three rows, the first of which is the heading row. The table is surrounded by empty lines of text.
Results and Discussion

In the Results and Discussion section, please clearly present the achieved results and, in case of software and database, explain if and how end users may make access to them.

Also, briefly discuss how well they fit with the objectives and which is the advancement with reference to the state of the art.

With this template, we have been able to demonstrate how an abstract for the NETTAB 2012 workshop should be created. We believe that the template has some substantial advantages with reference to the instructions.
Firstly, authors may start by copying the file and renaming the new file with an adequate name, that reflects its contents and author names. Authors may then “overwrite” their text within sections that have already been properly defined and formatted.

It is essential that authors do not change page size and margins, font style and size, text alignment and linespace.
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========= CUT THIS FINAL SECTION BEFORE SUBMITTING =========
Please strictly follow this template, so that the abstracts share the same format and are as uniform as possible.
Some more data, it should be implicit if you use the template, but....

Page size: A4

Margins: Top and bottom: 2.0 cm, internal: 3.0 cm, external: 2.0 cm.
(Internal means left for odd page numbers and right for even page numbers)
Space between lines: 1

Font: Tahoma.

Size: Title: 14, Authors, Headings: 12, Body: 11, Legend, Affiliation: 10.
